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Mom establishes scholarship in son’s memory
SIDNEY — Future Fairlawn 

graduates will benefit from 
a new scholarship created 
in memory of the school’s 
1987 valedictorian. The 
Erick Richard Roush 
Young Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund was established 
by his mother, Marilyn 
Young, within the Commu-
nity Foundation of Shelby 
County.

According to his family, Erick 

had received numerous scholar-
ships and his hope would 
be to pass on the financial 
benefit of these gifts to others 
pursuing a college education.

Erick Young began his 
career as a medicinal chem-
ist at Boehringer Ingelheim 
in Connecticut in the global 
research and development 
department where he led mul-
tidisciplinary teams in the cre-

ation and refinement of novel mol-

ecules for the purpose of discover-
ing and developing new drugs. As 
a Director of External Innovation 
in Research Beyond Borders, he led 
initiatives focused in the identifica-
tion and enablement of novel thera-
peutic mechanisms, modalities and 
disease indications. He later turned 
his attention to mentoring and 
advising young scientists as part of 
the company’s post-doctoral  

 
 

Author credits SHS 
teachers writing 
achievements
By Kimberly Pistone
kpistone@aimmediamidwest.
com

HAMILTON, Mont. 
— The inspiration to 
write a book can be 
credited to two Sidney 
High School teachers.

Sidney High School 
alumna Linda Fifer 
recently published her 
first novel, “The Road 
Between Two Skies.” 
She said two of her 
teachers helped her 
appreciate language and 
writing.

Fifer was 10 years old 
when her dad moved 
his family to Sidney 
in order to begin a 
new job as a writer for 
Coin World magazine 
by Amos Press. After 
graduating from Sidney 
High School in 1970, 
she went to Kent State 
University where she 
graduated with a BS 
in speech and hearing 
therapy, immediately 
following that with a 
MA in speech pathol-
ogy. Craving adventure, 
she moved to Montana 
after college.

“The Road Between 
Two Skies” is part sus-
pense, part mystery, 
part romance. It follows 
the story of Brenniss 

Tripham in her recovery 
from memory loss after 
being kidnapped. The 
novel’s realistic details 
are based on Fifer’s 
45 years of experience 
working with adults 
recovering from stroke 
and head injuries. 
She also relied on her 
husband, a former law 
enforcement officer, 
to help keep the crime 
scene and court case 
aspects to her story 
accurate.

As a young girl, Fifer 
didn’t aspire to become 
a writer, even though 
she grew up in a cre-
ative family. She credits 
two of her Sidney High 
School English teachers 
for helping her to have a 
greater appreciation for 
language as well as her 
ability to craft better 
sentences. Don Stephan 
and the late Shearl 
Edler were her junior 
and senior English 
teachers. They taught 
her to analyze and prob-
lem solve while writing, 
thus preparing her for 
college and beyond.

Fifer has fond memo-
ries of Sidney. She 
recalls a vibrant down-
town where  

By Hillel Italie

NEW YORK — Burt 
Bacharach, the singularly gift-
ed and popular composer who 
delighted millions with the 
quirky arrangements and unfor-
gettable melodies of “Walk on 
By,” “Do You Know the Way to 
San Jose” and dozens of other 
hits, has died at 94.

The Grammy, Oscar and 
Tony-winning Bacharach died 
Wednesday at home in Los 
Angeles of natural causes, 
publicist Tina Brausam said 
Thursday.

Over the past 70 years, 
only Lennon-McCartney, 
Carole King and a handful of 
others rivaled his genius for 
instantly catchy songs that 
remained performed, played 
and hummed long after they 
were written. He had a run 
of top 10 hits from the 1950s 

into the 21st century, and his 
music was heard everywhere 
from movie soundtracks and 
radios to home stereo systems 
and iPods, whether “Alfie” and 
“I Say a Little Prayer” or “I’ll 
Never Fall in Love Again” and 
“This Guy’s in Love with You.”

Dionne Warwick was his 
favorite interpreter, but 
Bacharach, usually in tan-
dem with lyricist Hal David, 
also created prime material 
for Aretha Franklin, Dusty 
Springfield, Tom Jones and 
many others. Elvis Presley, the 
Beatles and Frank Sinatra were 
among the countless artists 
who covered his songs, with 
more recent performers who 
sung or sampled him includ-
ing White Stripes, Twista and 
Ashanti. “Walk On By” alone 
was covered by everyone from 
Warwick and Isaac Hayes to  
 
 

Composer Burt Bacharach accepts the Oscar for best 
original score for “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid” at the Academy Awards in Los Angeles on April 
7, 1970. Bacharach died of natural causes Wednesday 
at home in Los Angeles, publicist Tina Brausam said 
Thursday. He was 94.

Composer Burt Bacharach dies at 94

PIQUA — Edison 
State Community Col-
lege has announced 
Dr. Melissa A. Wertz 
has been appointed as 
Provost for the College. 
Wertz assumed the role in 
January 2023.

Most recently serving 
as a dean at Pittsburgh 
Technical College, Wertz 
has extensive experience 
in higher education in 
various positions. Early 
in her career, she worked 
as an adjunct faculty 

member at a community 
college. The experience 
inspired her to 
pursue a career 
in higher educa-
tion, which has 
included posi-
tions as a faculty 
member, online 
learning con-
sultant, instruc-
tional technology 
specialist, faculty devel-
oper, academic chair and 
dean.

Under her leadership, 

Wertz helped launch 15 
online programs at Pitts-

burgh Technical Col-
lege, ranging from 
certificates to bac-
calaureate programs 
that created stack-
able credentialing 
options. She led mul-
tiple campus-wide 
initiatives related to 
instructional technol-

ogy and teaching, includ-
ing implementing learn-
ing management systems, 
virtual classroom tools, 

digital textbooks, online 
teacher training, and 
professional development 
initiatives.

“Dr. Wertz brings a 
wealth of experience with 
supporting faculty and 
promoting instructional 
excellence,” said Edison 
State President Chris 
Spradlin. “Her work as an 
innovator in the areas of 
online learning and pro-
gram development will 

The Big Four Bridge is reflected in the rain splattered window of the blue and white garage that sits next to the bridge on Thursday, 
Feb. 9.

A wet day

Courtesy photo
Author Linda Fifer holds her novel “The Road Between Two 
Skies”
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SHIRLEY A. PITSENBARGER

VERSAILLES 
— Shirley A. 
Pitsenbarger age 
90, of Versailles 
passed away at 
9:16 pm 
Wednesday, 
February 8, 2023, 
at her residence.

Shirley was born 
December 29, 1932, in 
Miami County to the late 
Milton & Edna (Niesley) 
Buckingham. Shirley was 
also preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert G. 
Pitsenbarger on July 23, 
1998, whom she married 
June 21, 1953; grandson, 
Karlon Staten; great 
great granddaughter, 
Violet Meyer; brothers, 
Donnie, Bill and Bob 
Buckingham; and sisters, 
Maxine Shade, Doris 
Wenrick, Ruth Weldy, 
Dortha Shappie and 
Helen Downey.

Shirley is survived by 
her children, Randy & 
Janice Pitsenbarger of 
Versailles, Cindy & 
Sherman Lewis of 
Versailles and Bruce & 
Kathy Pitsenbarger of 
Troy; grandchildren, 
Matthew & Emily 
Pitsenbarger, Marie & 
Joseph Songer, Marcus 
& Molly Pitsenbarger, 
Mitchell & Shelby 
Pitsenbarger, Rob 
Osborne, Amanda & 
Steve Kellem, Tony & 
Shellie Lewis, Dustin & 
Ashlee Lewis, Tim & 

Kelsi Lewis, Jesse 
& Michelle Staten 
and Amy & Jeff 
Smith; 49 great-
grandchildren; 10 
great-great 
grandchildren; 
and numerous 

nieces and nephews.
Shirley was a 

homemaker. She was a 
member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in 
Versailles.

A funeral service will 
be held at 10:30 am 
Monday, February 13, 
2023, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church 204 East Wood 
St. Versailles, with 
Pastor Ippy 
Mwakabonga officiating. 
Burial will follow in 
Miami Memorial Park in 
Covington. The family 
will receive friends 
Sunday from 2:00 to 5:00 
pm at Bailey Zechar 
Funeral Home in 
Versailles and Monday 
morning from 9:30 to 
10:30 am at the church. 
Memorial contributions 
may be made to 
EverHeart Hospice in 
Greenville or Trinity 
Lutheran Church in 
Versailles. Fond 
memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at 
www.zecharbailey.com 
for the Pitsenbarger 
family.

THOMAS E. SHOEMAKER
SIDNEY -- Thomas E. 

Shoemaker (“Shoe” to 
most), of Sidney passed 
away Wednesday, 
February 1, 2023, at 
Miami Valley Hospital in 
Dayton. He was born in 
South Charleston, Ohio, 
the son of the late Floyd 
and Marie (Sheerin) 
Shoemaker on Tuesday, 
February 11th. On 
August 13, 1966, 
Thomas married the 
former Sandra Cudd, 
who survives.

He is survived by two 
daughters; Anne Marie 
(Gordon) Poore of 
Roanoke, VA, and 
Shelley (Mike) Silva of 
Buellton, CA, and four 
grandchildren; Amelia 
Poore of Raleigh, NC; 
Romey Poore Jr. of 
Richmond, VA; T. Selden 
Poore of Roanoke, VA 
and Samantha Silva of 
Buellton, CA. A sister, 
Joyce (Shoemaker) 
Wilson of Springfield 
also survives. Tom was 
preceded in death by 
first wife, Anne Caroline 
Selden, brother, James 
Shoemaker, and 
granddaughter, Gianna 
Bella.

Shoe graduated from 
South Charleston HS, 
South Charleston, OH. 
Following high school, 
he proudly served in the 

United States 
Marine Corps 
earning the rank 
of First Sergeant. 
Upon his return 
and utilizing the 
GI Bill, he 
enrolled at Ohio 
University where he 
graduated with a BS 
in Commerce. It was 
during his college 
years in Athens that he 
developed lifelong 
friendships with his 
brothers in Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity. Over 
the next 60 years Tom 
and Sandy would travel 
to Europe with the Phi 
Delt group couples 14 
times. Their excursions 
and gatherings brought 
them together 
throughout various U.S. 
locales as well as many 
visits to their beloved 
alma mater, GO 
BOBCATS!

Born at home, he 
always attributed his 
strong work ethic to the 
fact that, even though his 
mother went into labor 
while mopping the 
kitchen floor, she was 
determined to finish the 
task before giving birth. 
As a young boy he would 
trap and sell pelts, sweep 
his father’s grocery store 
or uncle’s barbershop so 
he always had change in 

his pocket. An 
internship with 
Stouffer’s 
Restaurants set 
Tom on his 
future career in 
the Restaurant 
and Hospitality 

field. He started in 
the Executive 
Training program, 
ultimately becoming 

a Regional Manager for 
the 8 Stouffer’s 
restaurants in the 
Greater Pittsburgh area 
and opening Top of the 
Triangle atop the US 
Steel Building in 1971. 
Finally, in 1972, with 
Sandy as his business 
partner, together they 
built and opened the 
Sidney Holiday Inn. Fine 
dining had arrived in 
Sidney! Tom and Sandy, 
with their two children, 
adopted Sidney as their 
permanent hometown 
and embraced every 
aspect of the community.

Tom believed in 
supporting local 
business, and the Sidney 
community. A few of his 
favorites include the 
YMCA, Shelby County 
United Way, Wilson 
Health Foundation, SHS, 
Lehman High School, 
Christian Academy, 
Shelby Hills School, and 
so many more worthy 

local organizations. 
Serving on the Board of 
Directors at First 
National Bank (now 
USBank) was one of his 
greatest pleasures. He 
was a champion of 
education, the 4-H and 
the Shelby County Fair, 
as well as the 
Community Foundation 
of Shelby County.

Funeral Services will 
be held Friday February 
10, 2023 at 10:30 AM at 
Cromes-Edwards Funeral 
Home 302 S. Main Ave 
Sidney. A Private Burial 
will follow for the family 
at St Charles Borromeo 
Cemetery in South 
Charleston, OH. Friends 
may visit on Thursday, 
February 9, 2023, from 
4:00 PM-7:00 PM at the 
funeral home. Memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the Tom & 
Sandy Shoemaker Fund 
at The Community 
Foundation of Shelby 
County (Ohio) 
(www.commfoun.com). 
Condolences may be 
expressed to the 
Shoemaker family at our 
website, 
www.cromesfh.com.
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LOTTERY

Thursday drawings
Mega Millions esti-

mated jackpot: $50 
million

Pick 3 Midday: 4-6-5
Pick 4 Midday: 7-9-

8-5
Pick 5 Midday: 0-4-

7-9-6
Powerball estimated 

jackpot: $34 million
Thursday evening 

results will be pub-
lished in Saturday’s 
newspaper.

Wednesday drawings
Classic Lotto: 1-9-

21-32-44-49, Kicker: 
546257

Lucky For Life: 2-10-
32-37-40, Lucky Ball: 5

Pick 3 Evening: 0-4-5
Pick 4 Evening: 2-4-

0-6
Pick 5 Evening: 5-1-

8-2-7
Powerball: 52-58-59-

64-66, Powerball: 9, 
Power Play: 2

Rolling Cash 5: 1-8-
12-19-20

people knew each other, 
supporting and caring 
for one another. That 
feel of community, sense 
of friendship and the 
impact of friendship 
on people’s lives is the 
ambiance she was aim-
ing for in her story.

In 2009 Fifer wrote 
the sentence “I have two 
names: Brenniss and 
Maggie.” This began 
a story she couldn’t 
stop writing. About 
two-thirds of the way 
through her first draft, 
Fifer’s manuscript was 
misplaced, forcing her 
to start over. Since Fifer 
had originally written it 
by hand, she used this 
rewriting opportunity to 
reorganize the story and 
improve the character 
development. When she 
later found the miss-
ing first draft she was 
able to consolidate both 
drafts into a better and 
more cohesive story.

Between writing and 
editing, Fifer prefers 
the editing portion of 
crafting a book. “The 
first time I write, I really 
don’t like the book. But 
then I start self-editing 
and that problem solv-
ing is what I really 
enjoy. I am fascinated by 
the crafting of a story,” 
she said. “Some people 
write a story and what 

is important is the story 
itself. I write about the 
characters and how they 
work through the story 
and the situations they 
are in. I like a lot of 
depth in a story. I have 
to rewrite and rewrite to 
be sure that the reader 
can feel that depth.”

Currently Fifer is 
working on the edits 
of her second book: 
“Discovering the Grain,” 
about a woman recov-
ering from loss while 
learning that indepen-
dence doesn’t mean not 
accepting help. Fifer 
hopes to have it pub-
lished within a year, but 
is concerned that the 
expense and difficulty 
of self-publication may 
affect her timeline. She 
likes working with her 
publisher, Atmosphere 
Press, because they have 
staff to help with editing 
and promotion, as well 
as cover art.

The first time Fifer 
held her book she 
thought, “Is this really 
the same thing I hand 
wrote for 15 years? I’m 
still kind of pinching 
myself and wondering 
‘is this really happen-
ing?’” She recalls look-
ing at the reviews on 
goodreads.com and see-
ing that her novel was in 
the top 1.2 million and 
thought, “I am on the 
best seller list!”

Fifer shares her wis-
dom for students living 
in Sidney: “It is so hard 

when one lives in a 
small town to feel con-
nected with a literary 
world. If you want to 
connect, read books as 
much as you can, trying 
different authors and 
genres, learn style and 
character development. 
Don’t limit yourself in 
what you read. Read 
the paper, magazines, 
books, online. Then take 
some time to write bad 
poetry and bad songs. 
Take time to look and 
find what you like. Take 
time to soak up your 
environment and put it 
on paper. Don’t be afraid 
to revise. Revision is 
one of the best gifts you 
can give your writing. 
Above all, the hardest 
thing to do is to believe 
in yourself. One reason 
it took so long for me to 
publish is that I didn’t 
believe in myself. Don’t 
rely on others, believe 
you are capable. Some-
times that means taking 
a risk you don’t feel 
comfortable with.”

“The Road Between 
Two Skies” can be 
purchased on Amazon, 
Atmosphere Press, 
Barnes and Noble, or an 
autographed copy can 
be purchased on Fifer’s 
website. The Amos 
Memorial Public Library 
also has a lending copy. 
Readers are encouraged 
to leave a review on 
goodreads.com or the 
author’s website lsfifer-
author.com.
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Author

training program. He 
authored multiple scien-
tific articles and patents 
in collaboration with 
industry and academic 
investigators.

“Erick’s was a lifetime 
of learning and giving 
in many, varied realms. 
He left a legacy of excel-
lence for helping people 
live better lives. He was 
an invested questioner 
and explorer, dedicated 
to truth in all walks 
of life. His passion for 
music and song was 
driven by a deep and 
abiding faith in God and 
the joy of combining his 
gifts with those of oth-
ers in music ministry,” 
said Marilyn Young.

Erick was an avid 
Minnesota Vikings fan 
from childhood and 
a gourmet chef. He 
delighted in hospitality 
and the many faces of 
family life. He died in 
November, 2021, follow-
ing a heroic battle with 
brain cancer.

Gifts in memory of 
Erick Young are wel-
come at any time and 
in any amount. Checks 
may be made payable to 
the Community Founda-
tion of Shelby County, 
with Young Scholarship 
noted on the memo line 
or an attached note. 
An option to donate by 
credit card is available 
on the Foundation’s web-
site at commfoun.com.

Fairlawn seniors may 
apply for the $2,000 
scholarship until Feb. 16 
by completing the Com-

munity Foundation’s 
high school seniors 
scholarship application. 
The online application is 
available at commfoun.
com in the Apply for a 
Scholarship section.

The Community 
Foundation houses 
90 scholarship funds 
providing local col-
lege and trade school 
bound students with 
more than $300,000 in 
one-time and renewable 
awards. Since 1952, the 
Foundation has been 
helping people create 
meaningful, lasting 
impact through chari-
table giving that targets 
their favorite causes and 
organizations. To learn 
more, contact the Com-
munity Foundation at 
937-497-7800.
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be particularly vital to 
Edison State’s future. We 
are so pleased to have her 
join our team.”

An avid learner, Wertz 
is constantly learning 
new things and sharing 
learning resources with 
others. She holds a Doc-

From page 1

Wertz
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tor of Education from 
Walden University. Her 
dissertation topic focused 
on the persistence to 
program completion for 
online students.

She has presented at 
local, state, and national 
conferences. As a mem-
ber of a speaker series, 
she designed and deliv-
ered presentations for dif-
ferent college and univer-
sity audiences to provide 
professional development 
opportunities for faculty 
and administrators. The 
common thread of all her 
experience is a focus on 
student and faculty suc-
cess as a champion for 
lifelong learning, innova-
tion, collaboration, and 
continuous improvement.

“Edison State is a 
great fit for my skill set, 
experience, and passion 
for assisting students 
in meeting their goals,” 
said Wertz. “I always 
ask myself, ‘How will 
this benefit students?’ 
to ensure I’m focusing 
on the right thing. I was 
attracted to Edison State 
because I felt an energy 
for students, people, and 
making a difference that 
made me feel welcome 
and aligns with what I 
want to contribute to 
in my role. I’m looking 
forward to the future and 
all of the great things the 
college will do!”

DEGRAFF — River-
side Elementary School 
will hold its kindergarten 
and preschool registra-
tion on four dates in 
March.

Kindergarten regis-
tration will be held on 
March 23 and 24. The 
child must be five years 
old on or before Aug. 1. 
The following documents 
are required on the day 
of registration: birth cer-
tificate, Social Security 
card, medical/shot record, 
custody papers (if appli-
cable), and proof of resi-
dence. Individuals must 
call Riverside Elementary 
at 937-585-5891 ext. 4310 
to set up an appointment 
time for their child.

Preschool registration 

will be held on March 
1 from 4 to 6 p.m. and 
March 8 from 9 a.m. to 
noon. No appointment is 
necessary on those days. 
The child must be four 
years old on or before 
Aug. 1 and potty trained. 
The following documents 
are required on the day 
of registration: birth cer-
tificate, parent driver’s 
license, Social Security 
card, medical/shot record, 
custody papers (if appli-
cable), and proof of resi-
dence.

Parents are to use the 
County Road 24 driveway 
and park in the lot at the 
north end of the building. 
Contact Erica Heitkamp 
at 937-585-5981, ext. 
4050, with any questions.

Riverside Local Schools 
sets kindergarten and 
preschool registration


